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Speakers

Maria Mejia, Global Ambassador, Community 
Advisory Board, A Girl Like Me Blogger, The Well 
Project

Tiommi Jenae Luckett, Communications 
Coordinator, Community Advisory Board, A Girl 
Like Me Blogger, The Well Project

Krista Martel, Executive Director, The Well 
Project (moderator)



Agenda  

ÅAbout The Well Project and A Girl Like 
Me/Una Chica Como Yo 

ÅWhy Race and diversity matter

ÅCreating an online dialogue

ÅAddressing diversity through personal 
narratives

ÅLeveraging technology to cross racial borders 
and focus on common experiences

www.thewellproject.org



About The Well Project

ÅNon-profit organization with a mission to change the 
course of the HIV/AIDS pandemic through a unique and 
comprehensive focus on women and girls

ÅLeverages technology to improve health outcomes and 
increase quality of life for women and girls living with HIV

ÅFocus is to provide accessible and comprehensive 
#information, #community support, and #advocacy 
building

ÅAccess our resources and join our community at 
www.thewellproject.org

http://www.thewellproject.org/


About A Girl Like Me/ 
Una Chica Como Yo

ÅBlog where women living with HIV can share 
experiences, publicly or anonymously, in a safe, 
supportive community

ïA Girl Like Me established in 2009; Una Chica Como Yo in 
2015

ïPublished more than 500 blogs from more than 60 bloggers 
around the world

ÅA Girl Like Me/Una Chica Como Yo aims to: 

ïDecrease stigma and isolation

ïProvide platform to voice issues and advocate

ïHelp normalize HIV and AIDS among women and girls





Diversity and A Girl Like 
Me/Una Chica Como Yo

Of the 60 A Girl Like Me and Una Chica 
Como Yo bloggers:

ÅCountries represented: 12 (United 
States, India, Nigeria, South Africa, 
Uganda, Namibia, Belize, United 
Kingdom, Argentina, Nepal)

ÅUnited States represented: 20

ÅYouth (<30): 8

ÅLatina: 5

ÅTransgender women: 3

ÅBlack women: 25



www.thewellproject.org



Race Matters:           
Women and HIV

ÅAround the world, the "female face of HIV" is overwhelmingly 
black or brown

ÅHalf of all people living with HIV are women; most live in sub-
Saharan Africa and Asia

ÅTransgender women are nearly 50x more likely to be living with 
HIV than the general adult population

Å In U.S., about one in four people living with HIV is a woman 
ïAfrican-American women and Latinas make up nearly 80% of these 

women, though they account for <30% of U.S. female population

ïAmerican Indian/Alaskan Native communities experience third-highest 
HIV rate of any racial group in the U.S.

ïWhile Asian/Pacific Islanders may not be as heavily impacted by HIV, 
cultural factors may leave these women vulnerable to becoming HIV+/ 
make it harder for them to connect to HIV care



Diversity

What is diversity?
Å The fact or quality of being diverse; difference

Å A point or respect in which things differ

Å The ways we are different; the condition of having unique 

characteristics

Why is it important to understand diversity?

Å Diversity is more than just tolerating differences. It is: 

ï Respecting, appreciating, and understanding the varying characteristics of 
individuals

Å Everyone is unique and no single person is a representative of a 
certain group



www.thewellproject.org

Gender Identity

Geography



AGLM: Creating an 
online dialogue

ÅAddress diversity through personal narratives

ÅLeverage technology to cross racial borders 
and focus on common experiences 

ÅUnite women from around the world, creating 
network of advocates with global reach and 
impact

www.thewellproject.org



www.thewellproject.org

“I am a Latina, HIV positive, a lesbian and a 
woman! 4 strikes against me...but I am not 
out! Many know the struggles we go 
through if we have any of these categories 
with stigma and discrimination! Imagine 
having 4 working against you and still trying 
to show you are worthy and that you can 
make it! No matter what is against us, we 
must never let anything stop us or bring us 
down!”    -- Maria Mejia 



www.thewellproject.org

“I have to make it known that even I face 
adversity and people should realize that I 
am a person. I'm humbly asking you to 
stop compartmentalizing me and see that 
I am a fellow human being. My being 
transgender is constantly under a secret 
attack.”                -- Tiommi Jenae Luckett



www.thewellproject.org



www.thewellproject.org

The Well Project 2016 
Survey

Now open! Please provide your input and help 

us improve our programs and better serve the 

needs of women and girls living with HIV!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TWPSurvey2016

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TWPSurvey2016


ÅTo learn more about this topic, please check out these 
fact sheets:

ïWhy Race Matters: Women and HIV

ïTranswomen living with HIV 

ïWomen and HIV 

ÅFor more fact sheets and to connect to our community 
of women living with HIV, visit:

ïwww.thewellproject.org

ïwww.facebook.com/thewellproject

ïwww.twitter.com/thewellproject
www.thewellproject.org

Learn More!

http://www.thewellproject.org/hiv-information/update-croi-2016
http://www.thewellproject.org/hiv-information/update-croi-2016
http://www.thewellproject.org/hiv-information/women-and-hiv
http://www.thewellproject.org/
http://www.facebook.com/thewellProject
http://www.twitter.com/thewellproject


Thank you!!

www.thewellproject.org


